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Spark Tank Live! Grant Application

United Way of Reno County believes lasting change begins with bold ideas and strong community partnerships. Spark Tank Live is an opportunity for nonprofit organizations serving Reno County to share innovative, upstream solutions that help ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) families and those living in poverty achieve long-term stability.

Open to all eligible 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, Spark Tank Live supports programs that align with one or more of our four focus areas: Healthy Communities, Youth Opportunity, Financial Security, and Community Resiliency. As part of our BOLD Goal to reduce the percentage of ALICE and poverty households in Reno County by 5% over the next five years, we are seeking innovative ideas that address root causes, remove barriers, and create lasting impact.

Contact Information: 
	Agency Name
	

	Agency Address
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	Website
	

	Executive Director/CEO Name
	

	Executive Director/CEO Phone
	

	Executive Director/CEO Email
	

	Contact Information of funds distribution person if different from ED/CEO
	

	Name
	

	Phone
	



Eligibility: 
☐Yes ☐ No	Does your agency currently have a 501c3?
☐Yes ☐ No	Are you currently an existing organization with an established Board of Directors or defined governing agency that meets at least 4 times per year?
☐Yes ☐ No 	Does your program serve residents in Reno County?
☐Yes ☐ No 	Is your organization willing to sign the Agency Agreement (signed after funding has been approved)?
☐Yes ☐ No 	Has your Board of Directors reviewed the application and was it signed by an authorized member?
☐Yes ☐ No 	If your program is chosen as a finalist, are you willing to present/pitch in front of a live judging panel and a live audience of 250 people on Saturday, October 24th?

If you answered “yes” to all questions, please proceed and complete the application. If unable to answer yes to all questions, you do not currently meet the funding criteria for United Way of Reno County. Please contact United Way of Reno County at (620) 669-9329 with any questions.

About Your Organization
	Mission Statement

	







	Vision Statement

	







	How many employees does your agency have?
	

	How often does your Board of Directors meet?
	

	What is the average percentage of attendance at your board meetings?
	

	How much does your organization have in operating reserves?
	 $



About Your Program

	Program Name
	

	Is this a new program, an expansion of an existing program, or an established program?
	

	How long has this program been operating?
	



Which United Way of Reno County focus area(s) does your program MOST CLOSELY align with? (Choose only one)
☐ Healthy Communities   ☐ Financial Security   ☐ Youth Opportunity   ☐ Community Resiliency

Program Beneficiaries

	Who is your intended population? Please describe the individuals or families your program is designed to serve.

	







	How does your program specifically support ALICE households or families living in poverty?

	







	Approximately how many individuals or families will benefit annually?

	







	How do participants learn about or access your program?

	







The Opportunity

	What challenge are you trying to solve?
(Describe the issue your program addresses and why it matters for ALICE households and households living in poverty)

	







Which ALICE barriers does your program address? (Check all that apply.)
☐ Affordable childcare   ☐ Workforce Development   ☐ Transportation   ☐ Housing Stability
☐ Mental Health   ☐ Substance Use Recovery   ☐ Financial Education/Coaching   
☐ Healthcare Access    ☐ Early Childhood   ☐ Education   ☐ Food Security 
☐ Other: ______________________________________________




Your Solution

	Describe your program or idea.

	







	How does your program address the root cause of financial instability rather than simply responding to a crisis?

	







	How will this program help move Reno County toward our BOLD Goal of reducing ALICE and poverty households by 5% over five years?

	








Community Impact

	What outcomes will demonstrate that your program is helping participants achieve long-term stability?

	







	If your program is successful, what could change in Reno County over the next five years? Think beyond the individuals you directly serve. How could this program create broader, community-wide impact?

	






Collaboration

	Who are your key partners, and how does collaboration strengthen this program?

	







	How is your approach different from or complementary to existing services?

	







Spark Tank Investment

	How much funding are you requesting?

	







	How would Spark Tank Live funding help expand or strengthen your impact?

	







	If selected, what would success look like one year after receiving this investment?

	









Tell Us Your Story

	Share a story that illustrates why this work matters and how it changes lives.

	








	Why is your program the right investment to reduce the number of ALICE households in Reno County?

	










By signing below, the undersigned affirms that all information provided in this application is accurate to the best of their knowledge. The undersigned also acknowledges that the organization’s board chair has reviewed and is aware of this application being submitted to United Way for funding consideration.



Agency Executive Director/CEO Signature			Date


*Please print this document when completed, sign, and scan into email. Your submissions can be sent to lmills@uwrenocounty.org.
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